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Introduction 

Forty Fortunes by Aaron Shepard is a captivating retelling of a traditional Iranian folktale. 

Set in the city of Isfahan, the story follows a humble man named Ahmed who is tasked with 

retrieving forty hidden treasures, or “fortunes,” for the king. Shepard’s adaptation makes the 

tale accessible to modern young readers while preserving its cultural richness. Through 

humor, adventure, and moral lessons, the story explores themes of courage, cleverness, and 

integrity. 

Summary of the Story 

Ahmed, an ordinary man, is unexpectedly drawn into a high-stakes challenge. The king’s 

diviners fail to locate the forty fortunes hidden throughout the kingdom. Ahmed is given forty 

days to find them or face severe consequences. Though he possesses no special skills, Ahmed 

uses his wit, humility, and resourcefulness to overcome obstacles. Along the way, he 

navigates clever traps, outsmarts rivals, and ultimately restores the treasures to the king. 

Key Themes 

1. Ordinary Person, Extraordinary Task 

Ahmed represents the common man who faces challenges beyond his apparent abilities. The 

story highlights that intelligence, determination, and courage often matter more than status or 

power. 

2. Wisdom Over Brute Strength 

Ahmed succeeds not by physical strength or magic but by clever thinking. This reinforces the 

value of problem-solving, observation, and patience. 

3. Cultural Richness 

The tale is deeply rooted in Iranian folklore. Elements such as the role of diviners, royal 

courts, and symbolic numbers like forty provide cultural context. Shepard retains these 

details, introducing young readers to a foreign yet fascinating world. 

4. Humor and Morality 

Humor in the story—through twists, unexpected solutions, and character interactions—keeps 

readers engaged. At the same time, the tale conveys ethical lessons: honesty, courage, and 

perseverance lead to success. 



Significance of the Story 

Forty Fortunes is more than a children’s story; it is an educational tool. It encourages: 

 Critical Thinking: Students analyze problem-solving strategies. 

 Cultural Awareness: Readers learn about Iranian traditions and folklore. 

 Moral Lessons: Values like honesty, courage, and humility are highlighted. 

 Imagination and Creativity: The story inspires students to visualize adventures and 

interpret stories creatively. 

Conclusion 

Aaron Shepard’s Forty Fortunes skillfully combines adventure, humor, and moral lessons in 

a culturally rich setting. Through Ahmed’s journey, readers are reminded that courage, 

intelligence, and integrity are the true keys to success. The story remains a valuable resource 

for children and educators alike, offering both entertainment and meaningful lessons from 

folklore. 
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